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Common Writing Assignment Science Training Summary
as of April 7th , 2009:

We have completed 17 CWA trainings at the Science Department.   To date, 271 participants have attended representing 55 elementary schools, 11 K-8 schools, 11 middle schools, as well as New Teacher Developers, Literacy staff, and representatives from the Academic Superintendents’ Offices, the Office of Professional Development, and building principals. (See last page for list of schools that have participated.)
Quotes taken from participant feedback sheets:

What part of training was most helpful to you?

It was most helpful to have the “opportunity to look at sample student work and practice scoring with a colleague.”

“It was helpful to see how it would be graded and sample questions.”

It was most helpful “connecting literacy with science.  I can see the system’s effort to give us more support with helping students develop their language skills re:  technology and science.”

It was most helpful “getting an overview of CWA –understanding why we’re doing it & practicing with the rubric.”

“This training clarified the assignment and how it is suppose to be a collaboration between ELA and science teachers.”

It is most helpful “knowing that all the 4th & 5th [grade] teachers & my principal have come - helps it feel like it will be an enjoyable professional development experience & fruitful for students”

It was most helpful to have the “reiteration of the fact that this is [an] assignment and not [an] assessment”

“I did not know what the CWA was when I walked in.  I know now what it is and the purpose of the CWA”

“Talking to a presenter who is in the decision-making loop, even if all decisions have not all yet been made.”

Challenges… 
Time

· Science teaching time

· Time to create and to revise

· Time to conference with student

· Time to give feedback

Motivation

· Of students to write  - “they just don’t seem to want to write”

Skills students lack

· Language

· Vocabulary

· Convention/grammar

· Verbal expression to written expression

Stamina

Presently students only write a few words or sentences when asked to write. 

Other challenges specific to particular schools

· We don’t teach science

· We only teach science half a year so we are not teaching science now. 

· How to coordinate the science specialists with the classroom teacher to work on the CWA together

What additional support will you need?

“Collaboration with science teacher/common planning time”

“Professional development for science teachers of writing process”

“Being a ½ year science school for 50% of our population not in science at this time, I have implementation concerns”

“Examples you will develop over the summer will be very helpful”

Time to collaborate with other teacher and time to work with students (mentioned many times)

“Meeting with others for scoring and discussing”

“Additional support in terms of instruction that would prepare students to answer prompts with proficiency”

“We need common planning time!  Our 4th and 5th graders get two 45 min. period/wk.  In order for CWA to be effective, classroom teachers need to work with the science teacher to 1) score 2) give feedback.  Also, classroom teachers will need to teach this writing in writing.  This will not happen if we don’t get subs to meet.”

Schools and others in attendance:

	Elementary
	K-8
	Middle
	Other

	
	
	
	

	Agassiz
	Curley
	Edison
	Academic Superintendent’s Office: Literacy

	Bates
	Horace Mann
	Gavin
	Literacy Office

	Beethoven
	Hurley
	Harbor
	New Teacher Program

	Blackstone
	Jackson Mann
	Irving
	Office of Professional Development

	Bradley
	Kilmer
	King
	

	Channing
	Mary Lyon
	Lewenberg
	

	Clapp
	Murphy
	Lewis
	

	Condon
	Orchard Garden
	McCormack
	

	Dickerman
	Perry
	McKinley
	

	E Greenwood
	Sarah Greenwood
	Middle School Academy
	

	Ellis
	Young Achievers
	Mildred Ave
	

	Emerson
	
	Timilty
	

	Everett          
	
	Tobin
	

	Farragut
	
	Wilson
	

	Fifield
	
	
	

	Gardner
	
	
	

	Garfield
	
	
	

	Grew
	
	
	

	Guild
	
	
	

	Hale
	
	
	

	Haley
	
	
	

	Hamilton
	
	
	

	Harvard Kent
	
	
	

	Hennigan                                
	
	
	

	Higginson
	
	
	

	Holland
	
	
	

	Holmes
	
	
	

	J.F. Kennedy
	
	
	

	Kenny
	
	
	

	Lee Academy
	
	
	

	Manning
	
	
	

	Mather
	
	
	

	Mattahunt
	
	
	

	McKay
	
	
	

	Mendell
	
	
	

	Mozart
	
	
	

	O’Donnell
	
	
	

	O’Hearn
	
	
	

	O’Hearn
	
	
	

	Ohrenberger
	
	
	

	Otis
	
	
	

	Perkins
	
	
	

	Philbrick
	
	
	

	PJ Kennedy
	
	
	

	Quincy Elementary
	
	
	

	Roosevelt
	
	
	

	Russell
	
	
	

	Shaw
	
	
	

	Stone
	
	
	

	Sumner
	
	
	

	Taylor
	
	
	

	Trotter
	
	
	

	Tynan
	
	
	

	Warren Prescott
	
	
	

	Winship
	
	
	

	Winthrop
	
	
	


BPS Science Department • 1216 Dorchester Avenue • Dorchester, MA 02125

Phone (617) 635-8750 • Fax (617) 635-9801

[image: image1.png]