Example

Template for CWA High School

Common Writing Assignment, Course: Biology
Unit/Chapter: __2   Homeostasis   
The Internal Environment  Ch.  4

Title: How does the Seaworm maintain its internal balance? 

Two students were doing a laboratory experiment in class.  They got a sea worm and massed it.  They placed the seaworm in distilled water for 10 minutes, removed it and remassed it.  They then placed the same seaworm into a 20% salt water solution for another 10 minutes and remassed it.  They collected the following data:

	Initial Mass of Seaworm
	Mass seaworm after 10 mins. in distilled water
	Change in mass

	135g
	142g
	+7g


	Initial Mass of Seaworm
	Mass of seaworm after 10 mins. in salt water
	Change in mass  + or -

	142g
	136g
	-6g


The following explanations were offered to explain the data:

1. The seaworm gained mass because water diffused into it.

2. The seaworm gained mass because it ate salt.

3. The seaworm lost mass because salt diffused out of it.

4. The seaworm lost mass because protein diffused out of it.

Write a paper that identifies which statement best explains the data that the students collected in this experiment.  Use evidence to support your ideas and explain your reasoning.  Explain why the other statements do not adequately explain the data.

As you write your assignment, it is important to use what you know as a writer to communicate your ideas effectively.

· Organize your paper with a clear claim, supporting evidence, reasoning and refutation (why the evidence does not support other claims).

· Include evidence from class activities/experiments, notes, text and other resources.

· Use vocabulary consistent with what you have learned in science class.

· Consider using a web or other graphic organizer to help plan your writing.

· Correct grammar, punctuation and spelling errors before you write your final draft.

